Child Protection on 2 sides of A4
Child at risk of Significant harm 

“Significant Harm is any Physical, Sexual, or Emotional Abuse, Neglect, accident or injury that is sufficiently serious to adversely affect progress and enjoyment of life. 

Harm is defined as the ill treatment or impairment of health and development. This may include, "for example, impairment suffered from seeing or hearing the ill treatment of another".”

There are no absolute criteria on which to rely when judging what constitutes significant harm. Sometimes a single violent episode may constitute significant harm but more often it is an accumulation of significant events, both acute and longstanding, which interrupt, damage or change the child's development.”

Child in Need

“ He/she is unlikely to achieve or maintain, or have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining, a reasonable standard of health or development without the provision for him/her of services by a local authority;

His/her health or development is likely to be significantly impaired, or further impaired, without the provision for him/her of such services; or

He/she is disabled.”
What to do if you suspect a chid is in need? 

Initial interview:

1. Clarify what is being said to establish that there is risk to the child

2. Don’t promise you will keep what is being said secret. Explain you’ll have to pass on to people if you think they have been hurt or other children may be hurt
3. record what has been said, in the child’s words as much as possible 

4. Tell your manager, who’ll then refer to Children’s Services or the police 

Good questions to ask Child or Adult

Tell Me 

Explain to Me

Describe to Me 

Tell Adults who disclose info to you about abuse that confidentiality will NOT be observed. 

I suspect abuse – what do I do now? 

1. CONSIDER the URGENCY 
2. Does the child need emergency services – 999 Ambulance or police(maybe they’ve been left a home on their own, mums passed out from crack. Maybe that child needs a placement of safety, the police can take children without a care order)

3. Childrens services must always be involved, even if the police are involved. YOU have to contact them
· Child Protection unit/safeguarding children board – ring for advice 

What happens next in Social Services?

· SS will assess what the child’s needs are to support the child and family as a whole.

· You reporting something will not necessarily results in children being removed. 

· They will speak with school, GP etc and collate info. 
· They will check for past involvement and if they are already on child at risk register or have a care plan in place

· They will refer to police/Paeds if crime or examination is needed. 

· Conference may form to say that you become part of the watchful waiting team

Role of Teachers
Can contact GP to request a referral to paeds, signpost to GP, refer to the school nurse or HV.
Special needs coordinator Teacher – can refer direct to community paeds (behaviour, CAMS, needs parental consent), SALT

Refer direct SS through Child protection Teacher for any child protection issue. 

